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NA OCHRANU POINOHOSPODARSKE] PODY”

I. Introduction

Agricultural land is typically land devoted to agriculture, the
systematic and controlled use of other forms of life-particular-
ly the rearing of livestock and production of crops-to produce
food for humans . Agricultural land is currently considered
as vulnerable natural resource, which is affected by diverse
human activities - on one hand, ‘land take’ for housing, in-
dustry, roads or recreational purposes, on the other hand in-
tensification of the agricultural production resulting in the use
of chemical preparation, fertilizers, heavy machinery for big
plots, etc. These processes lead to the progressive erosion, loss
of humus in the land, contamination and compacting of the
land. Decreasing of the agricultural land quality has an impact
on reducing the capability of agricultural land to ensure food

(" Oxford English Dictionary (2012)
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The protection of the qualitative aspects of agricultural land is in the inter-
ests of both Slovakia and the European Union. Several policy documents
have emerged in the European Union over the last few years, however,
they have not been legally binding, as the EU Member States refuse all
binding legal acts in this area. Therefore, solving the problem of agricul-
tural land protection is left to the exclusive competence of the EU Member
States. On the other hand, problems related to agricultural land cross the
borders of states and that is why the Department of Law, Faculty of Euro-
pean Studies and Regional Development, Slovak University of Agriculture
in Nitra submitted an international research project under the Erasmus +
program, Key Action 3: Jean Monnet entitled “Central European Initiative
on Agricultural Land Protection”. The aim is to strengthen the dialogue
between key stakeholders in the protection of agricultural land in Central
Europe what will have a positive impact on the achievement of the EU

agri-environmental and food policy objectives.

Erasmus+, agricultural land protection, agricultural land, legal acts, Eu-
ropean Union

security and food self-sufficiency in the EU.

A number of studies, political statements and non-binding
political documents aimed at detecting soil quality in Europe
pointed out the deteriorating state of this area.

Competences in the field of agricultural land protection are
exercised by concrete European states because until now, at
the EU level, political will to adopt legally binding actions is
missing. In spite of this fact, European and international en-
vironmental documents encourage European states to set up
actions to maintain and protect agricultural land based on the
sustainable principles.

II. Material and Methods

The aim of this paper is to present the objectives and activities
of the international project Jean Monnet “Central European

B Abstraktiso R

Ochrana kvalitativnej stranky pofnohospodarskej pody je v zaujme jed-
nak Slovenska a jednak politiky Eurdpskej tinie. Na pode Eurdpskej tinie
vzniklo v priebehu poslednych rokov viacero politickych dokumentov,
ktoré vSak neboli pravne zavazné, nakolko ¢lenské staty EU dlhodobo od-
mietaju v tejto oblasti akékolvek zavazné pravne akty. RieSenie problema-
tiky ochrany polnohospodarskej pody je teda ponechané vo vyucnej kom-
petencii élenskych Statov EU. Problémy tykajtice sa pofnohospodarskej
pddy v8ak prekracuju hranice $tatov, a z tohto dovodu podala Katedra
prava, Fakulty eurdpskych Studii a regionalneho rozvoja, Slovenskej
polnohospodarskej univerzity v Nitre medzindarodny vyskumny projekt
v ramci programu Erasmus+, Klicova akcia 3: Jean Monnet pod naz-
vom ,Iniciativa strednej Eurépy na ochranu pofnohospodarskej pody*“.
Ciefom projektu je posilnenie dialégu medzi kfti¢ovym aktérmi ochrany
polnohospodarskej pody v strednej Eurdpe, €o pozitivne ovplyvni dosiah-
nutie cielov agro-environmentdlnej a potravinovej politiky EU.

Kracoveé slova (sk)
Erasmus+, ochrana polnohospodarskej pddy, polnohospodarska pdda,
pravne predpisy, Eurdpska tnia

*  Slovak University of Agriculture in Nitra, Slovakia
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Initiative on Agricultural Land Protection”, which was selected
for co-funding through the program Erasmus+, Key Action 3:
Policy- Jean Monnet Project, No. 600441-EPP-1-2018-1-
SK-EPPJMO-PROJECT.

II1. Results

Thematic Strategy for Soil Protection (2006), Strategy 2020,
Road Map for Resource-Efficient Europe (2011), results of
the conference “Land as a resource* (2014), have given for-
mal recognition to the severity of the soil and land degrada-
tion processes within the European Union and its neighbour-
ing countries. Available information suggests that, over recent
decades, there has been a significant increase in soil degrada-
tion processes, and there is evidence that these processes will
continue if no action is taken. Agricultural land degradation
processes are driven or exacerbated by human activity, espe-
cially by a trade-off between various social, economic and en-
vironmental needs. At the same time, in many regions, soil is
irreversibly eroded; it has a low content of organic matter or is
contaminated.

As it is demonstrated in several EU documents, the competi-
tion for land resources creates serious risks of geopolitical im-
balances both worldwide and in the EU. The EU will thus be
even more dependent on its land resources and their sustain-
able use in the future.

The project proposal originated from the need to contribute
to processes aiming at sustaining the quality of agricultural
land and food security in Europe. Therefore, the objective of
the international project is to foster a dialogue between the key
stakeholders of agricultural land protection in Central Europe
affecting the achieving of the objectives of the EU agri-environ-
mental and food policy. Central Europe is a specific geographi-
cal region with significant share of agricultural land in Europe
with a good quality and climate conditions *. For the project
purposes, following states were selected as the Central Euro-
pean states: Austria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Germany, Hun-
gary, Lichtenstein, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia and Switzerland.

Specific objectives of the project are:

* to promote discussion about sustainability of the agricul-
tural land quality in Central Europe;

* to boost knowledge about the quality of agricultural land
in Central Europe.

Objectives of the proposed project will be achieved through
the cross-sectorial approach used for the project implementa-
tion. Project activities will promote discussion and reflection
on agricultural land protection in the Central Europe and will
enhance knowledge about the EU.

The following outputs were designed to achieve the project
aim:

1. International conference - for the conference stakehold-
ers at different competence level will be invited in order
to strengthen mutual multispectral synergy between them:
e academics/researcher from the educational and re-
search institution, who introduce and present high

2 World Factbook (2009)

theoretical and research expertise on agricultural land
protection in a concrete Central European country;
e expert from the managing or controlling authority (de-
pending on which authority has wider competence in the
field) who will discuss about the practical cases of land
protection in terms of managing/control competences;
e expert from the agricultural practice who could explain
everyday practical experiences with the protection of agri-
cultural land.

International conference will be held in Nitra, on April,
2-5,2019. 31 experts from the Central European states are
expected to participate at the event.

2. Proceeding from the conference - online proceeding will
contain all scientific papers from the conference “Central
European initiative on agricultural land protection” from
significant researchers, academics and experts on agricul-
tural land protection in Central Europe. The scientific pa-
pers will analyse and evaluate socio-economic, ecological,
legal and political aspects of agricultural land protection in
the Central Europe within the context of the EU agri-en-
vironmental policy and the effort to sustain quality of the
agricultural land in Europe.

3. Abook, which will present the European legal regulations
and requirements that are necessary to sustain the qual-
ity of agricultural land and will summarize analyses and
expertise of agricultural land protection from the Central
European countries. The book will contain the best prac-
tices in maintaining the quality of agricultural land.

4. Presentation of the land protection in the Central Europe-
an countries - will be used as a didactic material to provide
basic information about the land protection in the Central
European countries and to provide overview about the re-
search activities in the area of land degradation in the pro-
ject research institutions.

All relevant information concerning the project and results are
available at the project website: www.ceiland.uniag.sk. Dissem-
ination outputs contribute to the transparency and visibility of
relevant information about agricultural land protection in the
Central Europe for professionals and civil society that may lead
to increase awareness of land value in the EU and neighbour-
ing states.

IV. Conclusion

The approved international project will contribute to the po-
litical discussion about the agricultural land protection in the
Central Europe. The discussion and reflection on the specific
European issue from the wide angle will have relevance in the
following:

* to increase knowledge about the agricultural land protec-
tion in the Central Europe with the impact on encourag-
ing further research and educational activities within the
field;

* to stimulate cooperation between stakeholders individu-
ally and across their competence levels with the impact on
developing pointers for further actions in agricultural land
protection in the Central Europe;

* to raise awareness about the value of agricultural land in
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the Central Europe for academics, researchers, profession-
als and civil society.

Impacts of the project in the short term and long term are:

* to sustain the quality of agricultural land in the Central
Europe within the context of the EU agri-environmental
and food policy;

* to contribute to development of land footprint of the EU
for Central Europe;

* to harmonize the political tools and implementation meas-
ures related to agricultural land protection in the Central
Europe;

* to increase the awareness of the land value for civil society.
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